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Welcome
Bienvenue
Fr Gerard Keith

Dear Parishioners, Visitors and Friends,
Christmas can be an exciting time for young children. They have a sense of 
wonder, awe and excitement especially when it comes to opening their presents. 
“Hey mum, look Santa gave me the doll I really wanted!”….. “Fantastic, a Tonka 
truck!”
As adults, we anticipate with some pleasure the presents we might be receiving. It 
is natural that we have these positive feelings. 
During the busyness of this time it is also important to reflect on the gifts that 
we already have. How easy it is to take them for granted. Think of the gifts that 
you have. The gift of family, friends, the freedoms we have because we live in 
Australia; the beauty of nature all around us; the material possessions that make 
like comfortable; our opportunities etc. We have been given so many gifts and so 
we have many reasons to be thankful. 
Christmas is a time to be aware, acknowledge and appreciate the gifts we have. 
At the core of our faith is that God so loved humanity and each of us personally 
that He gave us His only Son. 
From this personal relationship with the God of love we in turn are called to be 
people who show the human face of God to others. 
I would like to thank all those parishioners who live out this call be it through their 
attendance at Mass; involvement in groups and ministries; those who support the 
parish by attending social events and those who contribute to the stewardship 
program. Especially I would like to give thanks for the wonderful parish staff.
This Christmas please enjoy the gifts that you will receive and value the gifts that 
you already have. 
Merry Christmas 

Fr Gerard Keith
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We pray in thanksgiving for the life of a 
and all those who have died recently.

We pray for all those whose 
anniversaries occur at about this time.

We also pray for all those who are sick.

As we look upon the crib scene in our churches 
and our homes, we see simplicity yet peace. 
How can I bring some simplicity of life and peace 
into my Christmas celebrations with family and 
friends through my words and actions?

Thank You 

We would like to take this opportunity to say 
a special thank you to the many people at 
Resurrection, in particular those who have helped 
in the Parish office, with out your assistance and 
dedicated time given to coming into the office every 
week the many task would not be accomplished; for 
instance
Do you know that?
•	 Every week the milk for coffee and hot 

chocolates after masses has to be bought?
•	 The office and church are cleaned each week?
•	 The weeds around the garden have to be 

sprayed?
•	 The numerous mail outs done for Stewardship 

and Christmas, meant letters placed in envelopes 
and posted?

•	 There are various similar tasks done in the office 
from entering data to checking data all this is 
done with the help of volunteers.  

Again ‘THANK YOU”
The parish office staff would like to wish each and 
every one of you a very Merry Chrisrmas.
Melanie, Rachael, Maryann & Pauline

Resurrection Sacramental Program                            

Our Parish offers sacramental programs for Catholic 
children who do not attend a Catholic School. Any 
child who is eligible to participate in sacramental 
program, must have already been baptised. 
More details regarding the program are on pages 9, 
10 & 11 of this bulletin. 

Welcome
Welcome to any visitors that are with us this 
Christmas. Your presence is a great sign to us of the 
movement of the Holy Spirit in our Church and our 
parish community. Please know that you are always 
welcome at Resurrection, and your presence is valued. 

2020 Formation meetings 
Over three Monday nights after our 6pm Mass there 
will be meetings for all parishioners committed to the 
Ministries of Proclamation, Hospitality, Communion, 
Data Projection/Camera and Counters. You will be 
expected to attend a formation meeting as part of 
your ministry. This will be a great opportunity to 
discuss the ministry and together we can make the 
appropriate changes.
Save these Dates
10th February at 6.30pm – Overseers & Hospitality.
17th February at 6.30pm – Proclaimers, Data 
Projectionist, Camera.   ~Counters meeting with 
Maryann~.
24th February at 6.30pm - Special Ministers of 
Communion and Sacristy Duty.

Playgroup
Do you have a child or grandchild who is not yet in 
school?  
Would you like to come along every fortnight on a 
Thursday to participate in some fun activities?
Where: Magdalene Room   
Time: 10 am – 11.30 am                                                                                                        
Date:     13th February 2019  
Children from birth to pre-school age are all welcome.  

January Timetable
January is normally a time of rest and recreation.                      
I hope this time is likewise restful for you. 
In the parish the custom is that January is a 
holiday period. Outlined below is the January 
holiday program. 
New Year's Eve Mass : 6.00pm 
New Year's Day Mass: 10.00am 
There will be NO other weekday Masses during 
the month of January. 

The parish office will close at noon on Monday 
23rd December reopening on Tuesday 28th 
January.  The parish will be attended from time 
to time during this period. 

Fr Gerard 

It's with sadness that we farewell 
Maryann. We wish her many 
moments of happiness, success and 
achievements in her new role.  We give 
thanks for her hard work, dedication 
and support she has provided to the 
parish. 
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A Short Reflection on the Nativity

After 2000 years, believers are fairly well-
rehearsed as to the basic outlines: a child is 

born to a virgin mother, ‘of the Holy Spirit’.

Mark and John do not speak directly of this. Mark 
starts his Gospel with the baptism of Jesus, while 
John is more interested in Jesus’s co-eternality 
and oneness with God. ‘In the beginning was the 
Word and the Word was with God and the Word 
was God…’

Matthew and Luke carry the burden of the 
Nativity story, but are not without differences and 
discrepancies in their telling of it. In Matthew’s 
Gospel, Jesus is actually born in a house; in Luke, 
he is laid in a manger because there is no room 
in the local inn. Joseph and Mary only come to 
Bethlehem on account of a Roman world census.  
In Luke, Gabriel speaks to an awake Mary, in 
Matthew to an asleep Joseph, in a dream. In 
Luke, angels reveal Jesus’s birth to shepherds; in 
Matthew, a star leads the Magi on, but they arrive 
late. In Matthew, Joseph and Mary flee to Egypt; 
there is no record of this in Luke. Matthew’s 
genealogy covers 42 top-down generations and 
includes women; Luke covers 77 generations, 
bottom-up… Generations of exegetes have 
sweated over all this, but ultimately it does not 
matter. The weight of interpretation is not in the 
details. Far more important issues are at play.

It goes without saying that the Nativity is far 
more than what we can observe in, say, the Myer 
display windows or the commercial orgies of 
Christmas. As reflected in the New Testament and 
foreshadowed in the Old, God was inaugurating 
a New Covenant based on the virtues of love of 
God and neighbour, that would involve sacrifice 
and repentance. God had already chosen a people 
and sealed a Covenant with them so that they 
could stay on the straight-and-narrow. God sent 
Prophets to His people to urge them to be true 
to the Covenant.  Sometimes they listened and 
practised its demands, sometimes they failed to.

It’s always hard to try to read the mind of God, 
but He seems to have planned something truly 
revolutionary in a New Covenant and in a new 
way of involving himself in the world- through 
the birth of Jesus and the Incarnation. The drama 
around the birth of Christ helps us understand 
the real reach of this. The angel that speaks to 

Joseph immediately gives us the true meaning of 
this unique birth: ‘You are to give him the name 
Jesus because he will save the people from their 
sins… and his people will call him Immanuel…’ 
[Matt. 1:21] It is crucial to note that ‘Jesus’ means 
‘the God who saves’ and ‘Immanuel’ God-with-us. 
God’s purpose could not be clearer. And people 
would come to understand the sheer mystery 
of God-with-Us, of the divine breaking into the 
human and the time-bound and seeking to divinise 
it all from the coal-face.

All this is reinforced by what Gabriel tells Mary: 
‘You are to give him the name Jesus. He will be 
great and called the Son of the Most High…’ [LK 
1:32] ‘…his kingdom will have no end…The Holy 
One to be born will be called the Son of God…’ 
[Lk: 1:35] Note that both Mary and Joseph get the 
same message about the naming of Jesus, the 
God who saves.  In the Magnificat, Mary is inspired 
to glorify the Lord ‘and my spirit rejoices in God 
my Saviour…’ Could it be said that, inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, she is glorifying the reality of her own 
child? 

As for Simeon, he can die in peace once he sets his 
eyes upon Jesus being presented to the Temple: 
‘You now dismiss your servant in peace,’ he tells 
God, ‘for I have seen your salvation…a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles/ and for glory to your 
people Israel.’ [Lk. 2:31] Already outlined here is 
the direction of God’s salvific efforts: they are not 
going to be limited to the one Chosen People, but 
will extend to the whole world, one person at a 
time.

Seven hundred years before, Isaiah could 
prophesy all this, and linked the Incarnation 
with the Crucifixion and the Resurrection, not 
forgetting Salvation: ‘He was pierced for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace 
was upon him…’ [Isa. 53:5] From the moment of 
his human birth, Jesus’s mission was not only to 
bring God closer to us, but also to bring us closer 
to God- and thus make our salvation and deep 
peace possible. He grew up to help us implement 
God’s New Covenant of love and sacrifice by being 
its foremost and unrepeatable exemplar. He was 
the sacrament of God on earth- ‘whoever has seen 
me has seen the Father’ [Jn. 14:9] - and he left us 
his own sacrament, the Church and, especially, 
the Eucharist. We ignore these irreplaceable 
Gifts, especially in our all- too- materialist and 
secular West, at our own peril. When we do, 
we shouldn’t be too shy to be new Prodigal 
Sons and Daughters, who having changed 
ourselves, can also help create a better world. 
The Incarnation is the leaven for this New World.                                                       
J. Max Michel
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Christmas is a blessed time for our 
St Vinnies conference at St Albans 
West. Not only do we celebrate the 
birth of Christ, but we continue to 
remember and assist the lonely and 
the less fortunate in our parish and 
in our local community within St 
Albans.
We thank parishioners for giving, 
not only gifts, but hope, comfort 
and a smile to many families 
that have experienced hardship 
throughout this year.
We received gifts, hampers and 
monetary donations which were 
distributed by our volunteers to 
families we have visited throughout 
the year.
Peace and Joy this Christmas to 
you and your families.
God Bless you all from St Vinnies 
team at St Albans West.

 
St Vinnie s Group

Gifts from Above

According to an old story, a man 
named Nicholas (born in AD270) 

heard about a father who was so 
poor that he couldn't feed his three 
daughters, much less provide for 
their future marriages. Wanting to 
assist the father, but hoping to keep 
his help a secret, Nicholas threw a 
bag of gold through an open window, 
which landed in a sock or shoe drying 
on the hearth. That man was known 
as St. Nicholas, who later became the 
inspiration for Santa Claus. 
When I heard that story of a gift 
coming down from above, I thought 
of God the Father, who out of love 
and compassion sent to earth the 
greatest gift, His Son, through a 
miraculous birth. According to 
Matthew's gospel, Jesus fulfilled the 
Old Testament prophecy that a virgin 
would conceive and give birth to a 
son whom they would call Immanuel, 
meaning "God with us" (1:23).
As lovely as Nicholas's gift was, how 
much more amazing is the gift of 
Jesus. He left heaven to become 
a man, died and rose again, and 
is God living with us. He brings us 
comfort when we're hurting and 
sad; He encourages us when we feel 
downhearted; He reveals the truth to 
us when we might be deceived. 
How can you give the gift of Jesus 
today? How does His presence lead 
you to share your resources of time, 
wisdom, and love with others?
Jesus, thank you for the way you left 
your Father to be born in humble 
circumstances. May I never take for 
granted Your presence in my lift.
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December Baptisms
We joyfully welcome into Resurrection community children who were baptised in the 

waters of Baptism. We pray that they will grow to love the Risen Jesus.   

Chloe Caruana
Daughter of Shannon & 

Belinda Caruana

Kendall Rose Brown
Daughter of Donald & 
Christine Brown

Mason Gabriel Dabadie 
Rinaldi

Son of Adrian & Julie 
Dabadie

Antonio Lai
Son of Gioan Lai & Teresa 

Ong

Raz Mase Lyons
Son of Christopher Lyons & 

Trudy Esam

Kieran-Joshua Mayaka
Son of Joseph Ondieki & 
Rahab Wanjiru Chege

Andrew Michael Paul 
Shugg

Son of Andrew & Paulina 
Aquilina

Zana Mary Simmons
Daughter of Steven Simmons 

& Ines Brkic
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You have the right to:

Feel SaFe 
You have the right to be safe 
and to tell someone if you aren't 
feeling safe.

Feel ReSpected

You are an important and valued 
part of our community

Our Parish is a Child Friendly Environment

Feel Happy
Our parish is a place where we 
want you to feel joyful.

Feel listened to
We want to hear what you 
have to say. 

Feel Welcome

You are accepted here no matter 
who you are or where you come 
from.
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Reading 1 
SIR 3:2-6, 12-14
God sets a father in honor over his children;
a mother's authority he confirms over her sons.
Whoever honors his father atones for sins,
and preserves himself from them.
When he prays, he is heard;
he stores up riches who reveres his mother.
Whoever honors his father is gladdened by children,
and, when he prays, is heard.
Whoever reveres his father will live a long life;
he who obeys his father brings comfort to his mother.
My son, take care of your father when he is old;
grieve him not as long as he lives.
Even if his mind fail, be considerate of him;
revile him not all the days of his life;
kindness to a father will not be forgotten,
firmly planted against the debt of your sins
—a house raised in justice to you.

Responsorial Psalm 
PS 128:1-2, 3, 4-5.
R. (cf. 1)  Blessed are those who fear the Lord 
and walk in his ways.

Reading 2 
COL 3:12-17
Brothers and sisters:
Put on, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved,
heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience,
bearing with one another and forgiving one another,
if one has a grievance against another;
as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also do.
And over all these put on love,
that is, the bond of perfection.
And let the peace of Christ control your hearts,
the peace into which you were also called in one body.
And be thankful.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another,
singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs
with gratitude in your hearts to God.
And whatever you do, in word or in deed,
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.  

Gospel
MT 2:13-15, 19-23
When the magi had departed, behold, the angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Rise, take 

Readings for Sunday—29th December 2019
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second 
typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity 
of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither 
this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed 
or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without 
permission in writing from the copyright owner.

the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there 
until I tell you. Herod is going to search for the child 
to destroy him." Joseph rose and took the child and his 
mother by night and departed for Egypt. He stayed there 
until the death of Herod, that what the Lord had said 
through the prophet might be fulfilled, Out of Egypt I 
called my son. When Herod had died, behold, the angel 
of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and 
said, "Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the 
land of Israel, for those who sought the child's life are 
dead." He rose, took the child and his mother,
and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that 
Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go back there. And because he 
had been warned in a dream, he departed for the region of 
Galilee. He went and dwelt in a town called Nazareth,
so that what had been spoken through the prophets
might be fulfilled, He shall be called a Nazorean. 

Stewardship Reflections
“Wives, be subordinate to your husbands…
Husbands, love your wives…Children, obey your 
parents in everything…Fathers, do not provoke 
your children…” (Colossians 3:18-21)  
Pope Francis said that families, through their 
life of prayer and love, become "schools of 
true human growth." Being credible witnesses 
of Christian love, especially that of family 
members, exerts the most positive influence on 
our children. We are all children of God, let us 
pray and love each other as God, Our Father, 
does for us.
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RESURRECTION CATHOLIC PARISH INFORMATION 

OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday
8.30 am – 12.30 pm
(Closed 12.30 pm – 1.30 pm)
1.30 pm – 5.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am – 12.30 pm

COMMUNION SERVICE        RECONCILIATION
Wednesday  9.30 am             Saturday 9.30am
                                                                (or any time by appointment)

PARISH STAFF
Parish Priest 
Fr Gerard Keith 
gerard.keith@cam.org.au

Parish Catechist 
Pauline Debrincat 
pauline.debrincat@cam.org.au
General Administration 
Melanie Apap and Rachael Bonavia  
kingspark@cam.org.au
Finance 
Maryann Krsteski - Finance                       
Child Safety Officer 
kingspark.finance@cam.org.au
Facebook enquiries 
resparish.ict@gmail.com
Resurrection Primary School 
Principal  
Mr Desmond Noack 
Phone:          8312 6312 
principal@rskingspark.catholic.edu.au 
www.rskingspark.catholic.edu.au

MASS TIMES

Weekends Weekdays

Saturday 6.00 pm
Monday 6.00 pm
Tuesday 9.30 am

Sunday
9.00 am
10.30 am

Thursday 7.00 pm

Friday 8.30 am

CONTACT DETAILS
Telephone:  8312 6350  
Fax:  9364 6207
Website: http://www.resurrectionkingspark.org
Address: 51 Gum Road, Kings Park 3021

            2021 Prep Enrolments
RESURRECTION Catholic Primary School
Resurrection Primary School is a vibrant and dynamic faith community. 
Our school motto "We Care" is the corner stone of what we aim to instil 
in our students. Our culturally rich Catholic school community values and 
respects the tradition of all our members in a welcoming and caring manner.
Please contact the school office to arrange a tour..

51 Gum Road, Kings Park VIC 3021
Ph: 8312 6312   

Email: principal@rskingspark.catholic.edu.au
www.rskingspark.catholic.edu.au


